FROM THE PRESIDENT:

     Preparations for our next triennial reunion and general meeting at the soon-to-be-restored “Montpelier” estate June 19- 21, 2009 are presently entering high gear, and we are asking the family to “mark their calendars now” for these events. Details regarding hotel reservations will be forthcoming in the next few months.  

    The reunion will also be an opportunity to celebrate our successful Silver Fund Drive, spearheaded by Susan Garrett, as we will formally present the replicated Madison family table silver made by James Robinson Inc. as a gift to The Montpelier Foundation at that time. 

    The coming year is full of promise not only due to the reunion and the completion of the “Montpelier” restoration, but our serious research on the Madison family’s English origins (and beyond) are continuing to bear fruit. Our ongoing DNA project with FamilyTree Laboratories has taken us to places both familiar and exotic, and a report of these findings as they now stand is included as an article in our 2008 newsletter. Additionally, we have just received word that an English contact of ours has agreed to have his Y-DNA tested, and we are hoping this could give us a more exact clue to the immediate family of the Immigrant John Maddison in the months ahead.

     Our other recent projects have included the sponsorship of a complete and advanced radar scan of our cemetery at “Montpelier” this August, carried out by a team of archaeologists including “Montpelier’s” Dr. Matthew Reeves, Dr. William F.  Hanna, Claude E. (Pete) Petrone, Dale Brown and John Imlay who formerly performed a limited scan of the cemetery some years ago in conjunction with Montpelier resident historian C. Thomas Chapmans’ ongoing research of this site. This team are also donating their work and time for this effort, and we want to express our great thanks for their generosity to us, as well as their continuing interest in the family’s history. This research will give us a more complete map of the unmarked graves in the cemetery and, coupled with ongoing documentary research, will help us identify as many of these graves as possible. 

    We continue to ask all our members to burrow into their family papers for any documents that might shed light on the cemetery burials; as with the unexpected discovery of the Montpelier architectural elevations in 1999 which allowed the accurate restoration of the mansion house to proceed, we continue to hope a map of the cemetery has survived in some collection.

    Our researches on the cemetery have already been the occasion to reconnect this year with family lines we had fallen out of contact with, in particular the Lee family and The Society of the Lees of Virginia who are in process of documenting all their ancestral graves in Virginia and needed to record the descendants of Hancock Lee  I of “Ditchley” who married into the Madison and Taylor families and are buried at “Montpelier” and “Meadowfarm.”  In fact, not only are many members of the Lee Society descended from these “Ditchley” connections eligible for our membership, but descendants of Charles Carter Lee (Robert E. Lee’s brother) and his wife Lucy Penn Taylor Lee are equally so - we continue to encourage these lines to join us and enjoy us.

    We have also elected a new slate of board officers for the next three years, and it bears repeating that the board pay their own way for all meetings and events undertaken on the family business. For myself, following in the footsteps of Iris Eaton, Jack Ewing, Ridge Porter, Ann Thornton and John Macon is more than a little intimidating, and one is only too glad to have them close-at-hand for advice and encouragement as our numbers and projects gently and steadily grow. 

    Splendid hospitality, genuine affection, shared historical and cultural interests, familial bonds cultivated across many generations and centuries - these things continue to define the Society for most of us.  But our larger purposes - seldom glimpsed in the rush and joy of our foregatherings and volunteer work - must not be too hard to seek. Summarizing President Madison’s career and character over 150 years ago, Charles Jared Ingersoll observed that “his patience was never exhausted; nor his forbearance deprived of dignity by complaint, retort, or self-defence, but in the quite serenity of rectitude, he waited on events with uninterrupted confidence.” 

   As we navigate through a season of heightened political, economic and cultural anxiety in the remaining months of 2008, we are especially privileged to have always before our eyes the example of the President and the family in his generation as exemplars of calm, quiet, mature, unimpassioned and deliberate consideration which was their - and must be, by extension, our - enduring and continuing gift to his “Extended Republic.”          

Frederick Madison Smith

President
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