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Remarks by Frederick Madison Smith

President, The National Society of the Madison Family Descendants

 

It should be no one’s surprise that of all the lovers of this extraordinary and beautiful place, architects - “the musicians of space” - might truly love it among the best.

 

And love it in a way they share uniquely with President Madison who conceived of it in the same manner as he conceived of the nation - “builded as a city that is compact together.”

 

His vision and hope for a nation embracing peace and prosperity within its gates is not something he - nor we - should have ever taken for granted.  But we have, and we do.

 

This restored estate - the work, now, of many hands quite literally joining across two centuries, recovering a submerged and, in many cases, forgotten fabric is no distant metaphor for the work of this generation which is now passing through immediate or imminent dangers and anxieties that might seem unprecedented in the threat they pose to the line, square and compass that are his understanding and teaching of our polity.

 

It is now, as it was in former days, again the embodiment and expression in built form - in masonry, carpentry, carving, decoration and landscape - of his ideals of harmony, generosity, of calm and considerate deliberation, as well as welcoming of eccentricity - its original English Georgian form sea-changed, but still discernible, into a neo-classical richness and tense harmony.

 

Much has been said of President Madison’s calmness and deliberation, but it might be well to remember his father’s choice praise of the fiery Patrick Henry when he and the Orange County Committee of Safety, commended Henry for his “spirited response” to a vital threat to this community in resisting the Imperial Government’s attempt to disarm it in the spring of 1775.         

 

Montpelier today can have no shortage of people whose “spirited response” to its vast and complicated needs is its very life’s blood and many, if not most of them, are under this awning now.

 

When Ann Thornton and Ridge Porter first conceived of The Madison Cup Award, the ostensible reason for it was to recognize the individual or group who had contributed the most to Montpelier in a given year.  But it is not possible to award it, especially in this place, without conveying some notice of affinity between the recipients and President Madison’s character itself.

 

“Purity, modesty, decorum - a moderation, temperance, and virtue in everything - were the characteristics of Mr. Madison’s life and manners,” one of his contemporaries observed, adding that “it is grateful to look upon such elevation and beauty of personal character.”

 

Choice builders and architects themselves of many authentic and careful designs in life as well as work, dedicated restorers and benefactors of this ancient and deeply rooted place, tireless and loving promoters of its enduring survival and message - as thus they are - on this day the family is more than grateful to recognize an equal elevation and beauty in the lives and service of Louise and Allan Potter. 
