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And Yet Another Trust Home . . . 

     Members of the Madison Society descended from the President’s sister, Nelly Madison Hite, know full well that the Madison family is unique in that two of this family’s former homes - “Montpelier” and “Belle Grove” - are National Trust Properties.

    However, a third National Trust Property, considered one of the most beautiful and significant 18th century homes in North America, was also owned by Madison relatives - “Cliveden,” home of the Philadelphia branch of the family of President Madison’s uncle Thomas Chew who was one of the original joint owners of the “Mount Pleasant”/ “Montpelier” tract.

    “Cliveden” remained in the Chew family from the 18th century until 1972 when Samuel Chew III deeded the home and its contents to the Trust. 

   According to art historian Raymond V. Shepherd, Jr., “Cliveden” was built from architectural drawings made by its builder, Pennsylvania Chief Justice Benjamin Chew and “remains one of the most elegant and essentially unaltered of Philadelphia’s Colonial structures”: 

           Cliveden’s entrance is one of the most creative spaces from colonial 

           architecture to survive. Equally important is the fact that Cliveden is

           furnished with some of the masterpieces of American eighteenth and

           early nineteenth century artistry from the Golden Age of William Penn’s

           “Greene Countrie Town.”  Furnishings can be identified as coming from

           the workshops of some of the best-known craftsmen and artisams who

           worked in Philadelphia - paintings attributed to Smibert, Wollaston, and 

           Pine; furniture attributed to Affleck, Gostelowe, Evans, and the Haines-

           Connelly tradition; and looking glasses and girandoles attributed to Reynolds

            . . . these objects help define the taste of at least one Philadelphia family

           over six generations - stylish but restrained.

                                                  Cliveden and Its Philadelphia-Chippendale Furniture: A Documentary History               
                                                                             The American Art Journal, Vol. VIII. No. 2 (1976)  
     Second cousin to Thomas Chew, Benjamin Chew (1722-1810) of “Cliveden” was one of the few academically trained jurists in Colonial America, having studied law in London at the Middle Temple before returning to Philadelphia were his legal work for the Penn family established him as one of the leaders of the city’s bar. Like his cousin Joseph Chew, the son of Thomas Chew, Chief Justice Benjamin Chew was of Loyalists sympathies during the Revolution and was for a time placed under house arrest in New Jersey by the Patriots. After the end of the war, Chief Justice Chew eventually returned to place and prominence in Philadelphia, reclaiming his properties which remained in the family for seven generations.     

For a complete history and description of “Cliveden,” visit the property’s website at www.cliveden.org .
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